Ou                          rOOTNOTK   TO   LAWRENCE

Is tin- last uurd now uttered?

Is the farewell said?

Spare me the strength to 3rave you

Now you are dead.

I go, hut my soul lies helpless

Beside your bed.

All Ms life Lawrence was a divided man and, as a result,
was incapable of finding fulfilment in love. The cause of his
division was this mother-fixation. For by setting up an ideal
love-bond between him and his mother, it brought about a
disintegration of the proper unify of the man, leaving him
only physically free, capable only of a physical coitus. And
because of this he became aware that something was wrong
in all his sexual relationships. It could not be himself, how-
ever, who was to blame for this. I le himself was never at fault.
Therefore It must be the woman. That was it! She was too
mental. She asked for more in sex than should or, in fact,
could be asked. It was the mind interfering in that in which
it has no right to interfere. And so we come to the opposition
which runs through and through Lawrence^ thought, the
opposition of the Body to the Mind.

However., before we actually consider this opposition, it
must be noted that, in addition, Lawrence attributed a further
fault to the woman: he accused her of trying to take upon
herself the role of the male. Mellors in Lady Chalterleyfs Lover
is made to voice this accusation in an extreme form when he
asserts that women are "nearly all Lesbian "* Lawrence con-
demns it as a perversion. It must be recognised he thinks that
tnaleness &ndfemaleness are two different modes and must there-
fore be kept distinct.

"Woman will never understand the depth of the spirit of
purpose in man, his deeper spirit. And man will never under-
stand the sacredness of feeling to woman."

What truth there is in this I am not sure. But there can be
no doubt that Lawrence wanted passionately to realise, as he
never did, his own maleness and it seems probable that here